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My recent column on reconciling my feelings about the environment VS my feelings about environmentalists, caused me to become sensitive to other “categorized” groups.  In this instance, liberals.





I was in Copperfields looking at titles and realized my attraction to social-political subject matter.  Two books, “The End of Work” and “ When Work Disappeared ”, were related to the impacts of technology and global competition on our workforce. This is basically a liberal concern about the problems of lower paid workers.





It struck me that liberal issues almost always reflect a conflict with forces that aren’t liberal.  ( My previous column’s position was that environmentalists always have to have an identifiable enemy.  I can see that my liberal interests usually have an identifiable enemy also.)  The net result of this conflict is that, for liberals, a sort of paranoia develops because it appears that someone is always out to get you in the form of trying to defeat whatever you’re fighting for.





And in a sense it is true. The other side so to speak, the conservatives, usually have a very different view of the situation.  From their point of view, what the liberals want usually comes with an actual monetary cost to them.  So naturally they oppose most liberal goals.  





The net result is the appearance that conservatives are opposing individual liberal issues when, in fact, they are probably opposing the common result of most separate liberal issues that someone with money will have to pay and/or share the costs.  More than any philosophical difference between the two, the use of money, is more likely the core difference between them.





Liberals are willing to spend their money AND the conservatives’ money to finance a liberal goal.  Whereas conservatives take the personal position, “I’LL decide where to spend my money”.  It’s a legitimate position.  I’m sure there are different times when we each come under the label “liberal” or “conservative”.





What may cause much of the confusion between liberals and conservatives, is that we’re all one or the other at different times and under differing circumstances.  I think I’m liberal but, as I grow older, conservative tendencies, both ideologically and fiscally, have more appeal to me.  I’m not sure it works the other way for conservatives however.    





Change of subject here, but still a liberal viewpoint.





Recent newspaper articles about the Petaluma Police Department’s program that results in the towing and storage of vehicles driven by drivers with either suspended or no licenses, causes me some mixed feelings.  I like the idea that these two categories of drivers ( who are involved in a disproportionate share of accidents) are taken off the road by the loss of their vehicle for 30 days.  But, I’m concerned that the penalty falls most heavily on poorer people.





The articles note that 60% of the vehicles are never reclaimed because the cost to reclaim them, $1000, exceeds their value.  This definitely indicates vehicles owned by poorer people who probably don’t own a second vehicle.  Loss of the family’s only vehicle can be tragic to people in this economic strata.





Two comments made at the Citizen Police Academy I attended further disturbed me.  The verbal example of a single mother losing her car because her son didn’t tell her his license was suspended and now “she would know enough to specifically ask next time” seemed heartless. And, the statistic that  41% of the stops involve Hispanics, further seems to indicate a disproportionate impact on the poor.


 


Even if both the driver of a new BMW and old small car have had their license suspended for the same reason, cost of retrieval represents a much higher proportion of the poorer person’s income.  And, if someone struggling on the edge of poverty loses a job because of lack of transportation, I don’t think the community benefits.  





There has to be a half way solution that punished both drivers equally from the economic standpoint.








